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DARKNESS TO LIGHT;
DEATH TO LIFE
APRIL: TAHUANIA COMMUNITY SURVEY
MAY: EGYPT - GUESTS OF DAI
JUNE: MIKE & JOHN MURPHY VISIT
JULY: DOUG & MARILYN CUTHBERT

“ONE THING I DO KNOW…I WAS BLIND, NOW I CAN SEE!”
A blind beggar sat beside the road where Jesus passed (John 9). “Why is this man blind?”, Jesus’ disciples asked. “Did
he sin, or was it the fault of his parents?” “Neither,” Jesus responded. “It is to show the work of God in his life.” So
Jesus told the blind man to go and wash his eyes. He did, and he saw, as did those who saw this evidence of God’s
grace. God’s people are to be those who announce to a dark world that the light has dawned, to be a blessing to the
nations of the earth. Whether it is school children who cannot see the blackboard, the middle-aged who need reading
glasses, or the elderly with cataracts and failing vision, we are called to be a people. “In [Jesus] was life, and that life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” (John 1:4-5)

TAHUANIA COMMUNITY SURVEY
For a full year we planned. In February 2015, Richard Graebner from southeast Wisconsin had accompanied a medical
team from the Fox Valley to offer eye exams and glasses to the remote villages of Tahuania, upriver along the Ucayali.
This year we wanted to begin surveying some of the more than 50 villages in the District to determine population
densities, community services - schools, medical posts, medicines, income sources and churches. Providing eye glasses
would be an ideal entré to otherwise possibly antagonistic villagers. The month of April was determined by our Shipibo
team to be ideal: school was in session, the rains were mostly past but the rivers would still be high enough to gain
access by boat. Richard came, distributing more than 500 pairs of glasses, and the Shipibo conducted extensive
interviews with village leaders.
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DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES INTERNATIONAL
In late May we were invited by DAI - an international servant leadership training organization based in Colorado Springs,
together with 130 staff and other guests from more than 30 countries to celebrate DAI’s 20th anniversary. We had
attended a Latin America regional organizing meeting last year, and have hosted or participated in three DAI workshops
in Peru this year, with more to come. More important that the day and a half of touring Cairo - with it’s world heritage
sites, boasting of the accomplishments of long=dead kings seeking immortality - were the times of worship with men
and women from different cultures, all engaged in training Kingdom servant-leaders.
We had the opportunity to renew recently-formed friendships with emerging leaders from across Central and Latin
America, as well as others from countries around the globe, listening to God’s seasoned leaders recount their
experiences in bringing hope in the resurrected and ascended Jesus Messiah.

MIKE & JOHN HOLDING UP A
CASHIMBO TREE IN THE JUNGLE
RiverWind has been gifted with 340 acres of
pristine Peruvian hardwood forest, at which we
are praying and planning to develop an
environmental study and stewardship center.
Much of Peru’s dense and valuable forest is
being decimated, often illegally, in the pursuit of
precious hardwoods for the world’s markets,
especially in the U.S. God has called his people
to care for his creation, serving and preserving
the world he entrusted to Adam and Eve.
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IN SANTA ANA. WE FIND A FOUR
MONTH OLD CHILD WHO HAS
PASSED INTO ETERNITY…
The village is poor, the people without
work, living in hopelessness. The god of
alcohol reigns. A child dies, a mother
grieves. Children stand, watching…
wondering. What will become of them?

“THE SON IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD,THE
FIRSTBORN OVER ALL CREATION.” (COLOSSIANS 1:15)

RIVERWIND BOARD MEMBER
PASTOR DOUG & MARILYN CUTHBERT
We who serve in Peru are gifted with godly men
and women in the U.S. who serve as members
of the Board of Directors. Among them is Doug
Cuthbert, pastor at Sister Lakes Community
Church in Dowagiac, MI. Doug & Marilyn have
visited Peru on mission trips frequently during
the past ten years, bringing teams from their
church. On this trip they conducted seminars in
education for Nuevo Italia school teachers, as
well as leadership for our RiverWind team.
RiverWind has been gifted with 340 acres of
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INVITED BY THE MAYOR OF THE
COMMUNITY & THE PRINCIPAL
OF THE SCHOOL…
Nuevo Italia is in the middle of school
construction, the government building a
model school here. RiverWind has been
invited to partner with the teachers,
offering classes in English and Religion!

ONE OF RIVERWIND’S GOALS IS TO ENGAGE WITH THE
COMMUNITIES. THIS TRIP WE CONNECT WITH SCHOOL
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DISTRICT OF TAHUANIA
The country of Peru is divided into Regions; Provinces, Districts and Municipalities. There are also
Reserves, protected areas for indigenous peoples. Our remove training center is located in the
municipality of Nuevo Italia, the District of Tahuania, Province of Atalya, Ucayali Region.
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NUEVO ITALIA
Nuevo Italia is a mestizo (mixed ethnic heritage) community of 2,000 or more, surrounded by both
Shipibo and Ashaninka indigenous villages. Nuevo Italia is primarily a logging village, with several
companies having concessions from the government to harvest, transport and sell valuable Peru
hardwoods. In the dry season workers from the city double the town’s population (and problems!).
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BOLOGNESI
District capital. We fly here by Cessna Caravan to a gravel strip; two hours by road to our Training Center.
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FRONTIER WITH BRAZIL
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REMOTE JUNGLE & RIVERINES

THANK YOU FOR
STANDING WITH US!

www.riverwindperu.org
dickrobinson@dickrobinson.info

DICK & RUTH

